
Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
As you are probably aware, Dr. Bonnie Henry has implemented a “circuit break” protocol to address the 
worrying rise in community transmission of COVID-19.  While schools in general (particularly our local 
schools where we have had no reported transmissions to date) remain very safe, there are some 
changes coming to make sure staff and students remain safe while learning.  In particular, the 
mandatory use of masks by all staff and students in high school is now being expanded to include all 
students from Grades 4-12 and while not mandatory for students in K- Grade 3, masks are 
recommended. 
 
For some our elementary schools, where students are not used to wearing masks indoors, teachers will 
spend the next few days helping students to adjust to this change. We suggest you send your child to 
school in a clean mask, and with a spare mask, that they are used to wearing. Schools will have 
disposable masks available if students forget their mask. Please click the following links for 
a video and poster containing a reminder of how to wear a face mask. 

  
Students will be able to remove their masks while outside, including at recess, lunchtime and while 
learning outside. As the weather improves, our schools will continue to look for opportunities to move 
classes outside. 
 
Please remember that masks are only one layer of protection and that you must continue to do daily 
health checks and keep your children home if they have any signs of illness, encourage frequent hand 
washing and remind students to maintain physical distance from others whenever possible. 
 

If you have any questions or concerns about this or any other areas that affect your child’s education, 
please contact your local school principal.  They are always happy to hear from you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Lawrence Tarasoff 

https://youtu.be/gvLA--hGU70
http://www.bccdc.ca/Health-Professionals-Site/Documents/COVID19_SurgicalMaskPoster.pdf

